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December 2023 Resolution 17/2023

Food and Agriculture _ International Treaty
Organization of the .on Plant Genetic Resources
United Nations for Food and Agriculture

rd

RESOLUTION 17/2023 /

WORK PROGRAMME AND BUDGET 2024-2025 /

THE GOVERNING BODY,

Recallfng that:

a) The FAO Govemlng Bodies have determiried that the International Treaty on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Intemational Treaty) is a priority FAO

} activity;

" b} The FAO Conference has recommended that “statutory bodies and conventions will be

I

]

strengthened, enjoying more financial and administrative authority within the framework
of FAO and a greater degree of self-funding by their Members™;

Recognizing that:

i a) The execution of the Work Programme is subject to adequate resources being available,
in a timely manner, within the Core Administrative Budget, the Special Fund for Agreed
Purposes, as well as other resources that are not under the direct control of the

| Goveming Body but are addressed in the Funding Strategy, and this will be essential to

| the future functioning, integrity and effectiveness of the International Treaty;

b) The Core Administrative Budget is structurally under-resourced, impacting the
execution of the Work Programme;

1..  Thanks the Secretariat for providing information on implementation of the Work Programme
and Budget of the previous biennium, and its efforts to improve transparency and
accoumablhty, including through reporting on the outcomes and impact of activities under the
Work Programme, and requests the Secretariat to continue these efforts;

2. Requesls the Secretariat to provide a financial update to the Bureau of the Eleventh Session, to
' include information on the actual income and actual expenditure for the 2020 — 2021 and 2022
3.} Adopts the International Treaty's Work Programme and the Core Administrative Budget for

the Biennium 2024-2025, as contained in Annex 1 to this Resolution, recognizing that all

[
I
t
I
]
|
i — 2023 biennia, and information on the balance carried forward from previous biennia;
l proposed activities are subject to the availability of funding;

4. Adopts the indicative scale of contributions, in accordance with Financial Rule V.1 b), as
! contained in Annex 3 to this Resolution;

5.  Confirms the authorization to the Secretary. on an exceptional basis, to draw upon the
available carry-forward balances from prior financial periods an amount up to USD 173,465 to
offset contributions in the 2024-2025 biennium, provided that the use of the balance does not
reduce the workmg capital reserve, and that any such utilization be distributed to the work
programme proportlonate to the approved budget;

6.  Urges all Contracting Parties to provide the resources required in the Core Administrative
i Budget, recognizing that the budget as adopted reflects the consensus-of Contracting Parties,
including in regard to vo]untary payments in accordance with Annex 3 to this Resolution;

|
|
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10.

11.

12.

14,

E

16.
iy

18.

19.

20.

21.

Regnests the Secretariat to maintain and regularly keep an updated, accessible, exhaustive and
up-to-date information section on the International Treaty website Treaty, reflecting the status
of payments to the Core Administrative Budget;

Notes with concern that the number of Contracting Parties that contribute to the Core
Administrative Budget remains low, and urges Contracting Parties that make no, or only
limited contributions, to make contributions to the Core Administrative Budget;

Requiests the Secretary to explore, under the guidance of the Bureau, possible mechanisms or
approaches to improve the rate of contributions to the Core Administrative Budget by
Contracting Parties, including lessons that may be leamnt from other similar instruments, and to
report back to the Governing Body at its Eleventh Session;

Approves, on an exceptional one-time basis, the supplementary appropriation of carry-forward
from previous biennia, an amount up to USD 408 404 to fund up to four formal meetings of
the Ad-hoc Working Group on the Enhancement of the Functioning of the Multilateral System,
and nofes that this approval does not create a precedent for future Work Progmmm&s and
Budgets of the Governing Body;

Recommends the project proposals contained in the Addendum to Annex 1 to this Resolution
to donor Governments and institutions, and invites them to provide the funding necessary for
the implementation of these projects, which will be critical for the continued successful
implementation of the Intemational Treaty in the 2024-2025 biennium, in particular by
contributing to the Special Fund for Agreed Purposes;

Invites States that are not Contracting Parties, intergovernmental organizations, non-
governmental organizations and other entities to also contribute to the Core Administrative
Budget, consistent with relevant FAO rules;

Takes note of the contribution from FAQO of USD 2 million, and thanks it for its continued
support to implementation of the International Treaty;

Noting the determination by FAO Governing Bodies that the International Treaty is a priority
FAO activity, encourages FAO to increase, through the appropriate processes and
procedures, the contribution to the International Treaty and mobilizing additional financial
resources for its work;

Invites Contracting Parties that are also members of relevant Governing Bodies of FAO to
consider possibilities for enhancing sustainable regular programme funding for the
International Treaty, as appropriate;

Decides to retain the level of the Working Capital Reserve at USD 580 000;

Notes that Contracting Parties that have not contributed to the Working Capital Reserve will
be requested to contribute the balance necessary to bring the reserve up 1o its established level,
in the call for contributions for the 20242025 biennium. by separate voluntary contributions,
in addition to their voluntary contributions to the Core Administrative Budget;

Approves the Secretariat staffing structure for the Biennium 2024-2025 set out in Annex 2 to
this Resolution, recognizing that the precise staffing arrangements are a matter of the normal
executive authority of the Secretary;

Thanks those Governments that have generously donated substantial funds for additional
project activities, outside the Core Administrative Budget, in support of implementation of the
International Treaty and, in particular, implementation of the Work Programme for the 2022
2023 biennium;

Thanks the Government of Italy for the staff resources that it has made available to support
and extend the activities of the International Treaty;

Encourages Contracting Parties to contribute to the Special Fund for Agreed Purposes, to
support projects that will be critical for the continued successful implementation of the
International Treaty in the 20242025 biennium;



Resolution 17/2023 3

22,

23.

25.

26.

27

28.

29.

Confirms that Contracting Parties that are developing countries and countries with economies
in transition should be informed by the Secretary, in a timely manner before a meeting, of the
availability of resources to support their participation in that meeting from the Fund referred to
in the International Treaty’s Financial Rule V1.2 ¢), and that, where such funding is limited,
priority should be given to the least developed countries:

Encourages Contracting Parties and other donors to replenish the Fund to Support the
Participation of Developing Countries in the amount of USD 700 000 for the 2024-2025
biennium, and requests the Secretary to include a call for funds to this effect in the annual
letters calling for contributions to the Core Administrative Budget:

Agrees and collectively grants its advance consent 10 the budget revisions to the Special Fund
for Agreed Purposes and the Trust Fund to Support the Participation of Developing Countries
that may arise from any additional contribution to these Trust Funds, in accordance with the
financial rules or administrative requirements of FAO and with the Funding Strategy of the
International Treaty;

Agrees that all interests accruing to the multi-donor Trust Funds of the Intenational Treaty be
used in accordance with the terms and purposes of the respective Funds;

Invites FAO to take into account the specific nature and structure of the International Treaty’s
Trust Funds and to make necessary arrangements to minimize administrative burdens that
might impede the receipt of contributions into those funds;

Requests the Secretary to continue to seek opportunities to hold Interational Treaty meetings
virtually and back-to-back with other relevant meetings, to save on travel and other costs,
without negatively impacting the delivery of the agreed work programme;

Requests the Secretary to submit a draft Work Programme and Budget for the Biennium 2026~
2027, including a Secretariat staffing table and a Draft Resolution, for the consideration of the
Governing Body at its Eleventh Session;

Requests the Secretary to provide a detailed financial report and statement, and a summary
narrative report on the implementation of the Work Programme 2024-2025, at least six weeks
in advance, to the Eleventh Session of the Governing Body.

Annexes to the Resolution:

Annex 1: Work Programme and the Core Administrative Budget for the Biennium 2024-2025

Addendum to Annex |: Donor-supported activities under the Special Fund for Agreed Purposes

Annex 2: Secretariat staffing structure for the Biennium 2024-2025

Annex 3: Indicative Scale of Contributions
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/ Annex 1

Work Programme for the 2024-2025 Biennium /

L INTRODUCTION

1. It is recalled that due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, the Ninth Session of the Governing
Body, originally scheduled to hold in 2021, was significantly postponed to September 2022, The
disruptions caused by the extraordinary situation also led to the approval of the interim budget, for
2022 only, by the Governing Body at its First Special Session, held in December 2021, to ensure that
the Governing Body’s functions and the necessary operations of the Secretariat continue effectively
throughout the year 2022.

Z. The organisation of the Ninth Session of the Governing Body during the gradual to limited
easing of the restrictions and measures put in place in response to the global pandemic presented
significant procedural and logistic challenges for the Session. The after-effects of the pandemic are
still being felt or dealt with in the ongoing activities of the Treaty and the work of the Governing
Body. '

3; At the Ninth Session in September 2022, the Governing Body, on an exceptional basis,
decided to hold the Tenth Session in the last quarter of 2023, to realign the cycle of the Session of
the Governing Body with that of the FAO financial period. This meant that there were, effectively,
three Sessions of the Governing Body within a period of three years, during and after which very
significant developments occurred.

4, After the Ninth Session of the Governing Body, the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (GBF) was adopted by the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP15) to
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), in December 2022. This marked a major
development for the global biodiversity community and has focused greater attention on the work of
the International Treaty and its achievements to date. in particular, in relation to access and benefit-
sharing and sustainable use.

5. As agreed by the Bureau of the Tenth Session, the intersessional subsidiary bodies have been
considering the possible implications of the GBF for the International Treaty, in their respective
areas of work, with a view to making relevant observations and recommendations for consideration
by the Governing Body at this Session.

6. One of the key FAO strategies, to which the International Treaty contributes, is the FAO
Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors. Its Action Plan addresses
several key issues of relevance to the International Treaty, including access and benefit-sharing, and
sustainable use of biodiversity. The FAO Council will be invited to consider the draft 2024-2027
Action Plan at the end of 2023, which would offer an opportunity to build synergies with other
relevant strategies, such as FAO’s new Strategy on Climate Change 2022-203 1, the Vision and
Strategy for FAO’s Work on Nutrition, and FAO's Science and Innovation Strategy.

7. Within the Intemnational Treaty, one of the major developments since the Ninth Session has
been the approval of 28 projects to be funded under the Fifth Cycle of the Benefit-sharing Fund
(BSF) in May 2023. This Cycle will invest more than USD 11 million to support a portfolio projects
from all regions, and includes several countries and institutions that will be participating in the BSF
for the first time.

8. A number of other important developments also took place under various work tracks of the
Treaty and in the implementation of the Work Programme approved by the Ninth Session of the
Governing Body for the 2022-2023 biennium. One of the most significant developments is the
commencement of the work of the Open-ended Working Group to Enhance the Functioning of the
Multilateral System, following its re-establishment by the Ninth Session of the Goveming Body.
Subject to the guidance of the Governing Body, adequate provision would need to be made for the
continuation of the work of the Working Group during the next biennium.



Resolution 17/2023 5

II.  WORK PROGRAMME 2024-2025

9. The draft Work Programme for the 20242025 biennium has been prepared primarily based
on the work delivered, and major developments since the Ninth Session, as well as reflecting other
relevant achievements made from the beginning of the current biennium, in the implementation of
the Work Programme for the 2022-2023 biennium. The highlights of the outputs delivered by the
Secretary and Secretariat during the current biennium are provided in the document, 1T/GB-
10/23/18.1, Implementation Report of the Work Programme for the 2022-2023 Biennium.

10. The reports submitted by the relevant subsidiary bodies and inter-sessional committees of the
Governing Body at this Session provide information on the outcomes of their work and make
recommendations on future programmes and activities, also considering key developments that have
occurred beyond the sphere of the International Treaty. Other documents, such as those related to
cooperation with partner organizations, also report on relevant developments and possible future
collaborations. Further, the Multi-Year Programme of Work of the International Treaty (MYPOW)
provides information on the expected outputs and milestones to be achieved by the Governing Body
at its Eleventh Session.'

1. The key strategic objectives reflected in the Work Programme for the biennium seek to
maintain and build on progress made in the previous biennium and to prepare for new areas of work,
taking into account recent developments both within the Treaty sphere and in the global policy
landscape, in particular to:

* continue the enhancement of the core Treaty systems and strategies, particularly the
Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing (Multilateral System), the Funding
Strategy, strengthening the implementation of the Programme of Work on the Global
Information System (GLIS) on plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
(PGRFA). advance the policy and technical work on conservation and sustainable use of
PGRFA, and Farmers® Rights, in a synergistic manner;

® subject to further guidance by the Governing Body at this Session, continue and finalise
the work of the Open-ended Working Group to Enhance the Functioning of the
Multilateral System, to be considered at the Eleventh Session of the Governing Body:

* continue to ensure balanced and comprehensive realization of the Treaty’s objectives;

* address the funding needs for the overall Work Programme to enable the full
implementation of the Treaty:

* amplify the Treatys profile, policy outreach and governance role in areas of its mandate.
and engage in strategic partnerships to enable the Treaty’s contributions to, and benefits
from, the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
(GBF), 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and other relevant global initiatives
and policies.

* continue the harmonious and mutually supportive implementation of the Treaty, and the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and its Nagoya Protocol. as complementary
and essential parts of the international regime on access and benefit-sharing, ensuring
that the Treaty maintains its critical role in the global governance of PGRFA:

* continue facilitating the Governing Body 's consideration of the implications of digital
sequence information on genetic resources for the objectives of the International Treaty
as well as for its relevant components (i.e. the Multilateral System, Farmers® Rights, the
Global Information System):

12. Al the systemic and governance levels, the aim is to:

¢ Continue advancing the implementation and consolidate the enhancement of the Treaty
systems on a sustainable financial basis;

"IT/GB-10/23/17.1, Review of the Multi-Year Programme of Work of the International Treaty
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e Utilize available resources in the most effective way possible and facilitate structured
reporting as a basis for measuring and assessing progress in implementation;

* Enhance the transparency of governance of the Treaty and enhance the effective capacity
of the Governing Body to decide on the work programme of the Treaty and its biennial
budget;

= Make possible a clear comparison of the approved work programme of the 2022-2023
biennium with the proposed work programme for 2024-2025 biennium, by maintaining
the same basic structure, while laying the foundation for a transition towards a
streamlined and more coherent format for presenting the budget and work programme
from the Eleventh Session;

13. Concrete outcomes and results to be achieved in the 2024-2025 biennium are provided in the
relevant draft Resolutions of the Tenth Session. This document therefore particularly focuses on
possible outputs to be delivered by the Secretary, to support the Governing Body in its
implementation of the Work Programme in the next biennium, and to further strengthen and advance
implementation of the International Treaty. To this end, a commensurate Budget is being proposed.
As provided in Article 20.5 of the Treaty, in order to achieve the objectives of the International
Treaty, cooperation and synergies with partner organizations and stakeholders will continue to be
sought in all areas.

Maintenance Functions of the Work Programme

14, The Maintenance Functions are required in order to maintain the existence of the
International Treaty as an international instrument, and to service the Governing Body and its
statutory bodies. They derive directly from Articles 19 and 20 of the International Treaty. As a basic
and fundamental part of the Work Programme, the Secretary shall perform all the functions
envisaged under Articles 19 and 20 of the International Treaty with regard to its administration and
maintenance, with particular attention to Article 20.2 to 20.5, including representation and
cooperation with relevant organizations.

Compliance

15. The compliance procedures and mechanisms established under Article 21 of the International
Treaty aim to support the Govemning Body in monitoring implementation and providing support,
advice and assistance, especially to developing countries regarding compliance.

16. The Compliance Committee is a standing subsidiary body of the International Treaty and is
called to meet at least once every biennium to prepare a report to the Governing Body, based on the
reports and inputs submitted by Contracting Parties, and other matters that are brought to its
consideration according to the approved procedures. The Committee also provides advice to
Contracting Parties on request, on issues related to compliance.

17.  The following outputs are envisaged for the 2024-2025 bienniuim in relation to compliance:

e At least one in-person meeting of the Compliance Committee is organized (in
accordance with Articles 19.3 and 21 of the International Treaty).

e Contracting Parties are assisted in the preparation and submission of the national
implementation reports.

s Capacity development and training activities are developed in support of reporting.

e Issues of possible cases of non-compliance are brought to the attention of the
Compliance Committee.

e Requests for advice or assistance by Contracting Parties on matters of compliance are
brought to the attention of the Compliance Committee.

e Research, information and analyses, as may be requested by the Committee, are
completed.
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Funding Strategy

18. Since the adoption of the Funding Strategy by the Eighth Session of the Governing Body, the
Funding Committee has developed and updated an Operational Plan for its implementation. The
Operational Plan encompasses the requests made by the Governing Body through Resolution 3/2019
and Resolution 4/2022, including those related to the new Food Processing Industry Engagement
Strategy agreed by the Governing Body at its Tenth Session.

19. A number of activities are envisaged to implement the Funding Strategy and its Operational
Plan during the next biennium, including holding, at least. two meetings of the Funding Committee
and the provision of technical expertise for planned activities under the Operational Plan’s focus
areas of ‘resource mobilization’ and ‘monitoring and review". The following outputs are expected to
be achieved:

* implementation of the approved Food Processing Industry Engagement Strategy:

e analysis of opportunities and potential synergies arising from adoption of the GBF. for
integrating PGRFA into national priorities;

* compilation of tools and best practices for better integration of PGRFA into national
development plans;

* development of communication tools, products and platforms to help resource
mobilization efforts and increase outreach with users of the Multilateral System, new
donors and stakeholders, and the visibility and recognition of donors;

* development and streamlining of monitoring and review processes and tools for the
Funding Strategy, including those related to the GBF monitoring framework;

* development of draft policy criteria for specific assistance under the Funding Strategy,
as called for in Art.13.4 of the International Treaty; and

¢ rollout of a methodology for monitoring and reviewing the implementation of Non-
Monetary Benefit-sharing.

Implementation Functions of the Work Programme

20. The Implementation Functions make provision for activities required to support and enhance
the primary functions of the International Treaty and its systems. as well as meetings of ad hoc
bodies convened by the Governing Body. They reflect the progressive development of key systems
of the International Treaty and achievements made in the past biennia.

Conservation and Sustainable Use of PGRFA = Articles 5 and 6

21, Conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA are crucial objectives of the International
Treaty. The Secretary will continue to:

* Promote concrete activities towards the attainment of these objectives, including through
strengthening collaboration with partner organizations and joint efforts that would be
mutually reinforcing;

¢ facilitate training and capacity building aimed at advancing characterization,
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA, including the assessment of needs of local
farmers and other relevant local stakeholders, and the identification of possible means to
address those needs; and

® support regional and/or national programmes in policy development for the conservation
and sustainable use of PGRFA, and in building networks and partnerships, and
mobilizing resources.

22, The Secretary will also continue to strengthen and capitalize on ongoing initiatives to
increase their benefit. impact and visibility. including the Joint Programme on Biodiversity in
Agriculture for Sustainable Use of PGRFA and the Toolbox for Sustainable Use of PGRFA. as a
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valuable source of information to support Contracting Parties and stakeholders in implementing
Articles 5 and 6.

23. Furthermore, based on the recent recommendations of the Ad Hoc Technical Committee on
Conservation and Sustainable Use of PGRFA, the Secretary will facilitate the possible development
of:

e voluntary guidelines on the implementation of Articles 5 and 6 of the International
Treaty;

» an inclusive process to develop voluntary guidelines, and other relevant tools and means
to address identified bottlenecks and challenges to the implementation of Asticles 5 and
6, possibly including a global symposiun and expert input, or small groups to address
each type of bottleneck; and

* amechanism to identify the levels and forms of implementation and countries in need of
support in implementing Articles 5 and 6, according to specific contexts and local needs.

Farmers’ Rights — Article 9

24.  The Governing Body recognizes the importance of realizing Farmers® Rights, as set out in
Article 9 of the International Treaty. The development of the hventory of national measures, best
practices, and lessons learned on the implementation of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of
the International Treaty (the Inventory); and the Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the
realization of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty (the Options),
represents milestone achievements in the implementation of Article 9.

25. Building on the significant progress made in the implementation of Article 9, the Secretary
will continue to facilitate and organize capacity-building, awareness-raising and outreach activities
aimed at promoting and protecting Farmers® Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International
Treaty, including:

e updating and promoting use of the Inventory and the Options, along-with an updated
version of the educational module on Farmers® Rights;

e organizing seminars, workshops and consultations to support and facilitate initiatives of
Contracting Parties and relevant organizations on promotion of the implementation and
realization of Farmers’ Rights;

» facilitating the development of regional cooperation plans, with emphasis on South-
South cooperation, with reference to Article 18.5 of the International Treaty; and

» strengthening collaboration with other units of FAO and partners that work for the
promotion of Farmers’ Rights, and the broader United Nations community, including

with international human rights bodies, in order to promote the realization of Farmers’
Rights.
26. Based on the guidance of the Governing Body at this Session, the Secretary will facilitate

and prepare an assessment report regarding the state of implementation of Farmers’ Rights, as set out
in Article 9 of the International Treaty. ‘

Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing (MLS)

o  MLS Enhancement

27. The Governing Body decided to re-establish the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group to
Enhance the Functioning of the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing (Working Group),
to finalize the enhancement of the functioning of the Multilateral System by the Eleventh Session of
the Governing Body, based on a process supported by regional and interregional consultations,
informal meetings, and expert advice.
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28. In order for the Working Group to be able to present a full package of measures to enhance
the functioning of the Multilateral System to the Eleventh Session of the Governing Body. sustained
efforts will be required throughout the 2024-2025 biennium.

29. The following outputs are envisaged:

* Four formal in-person meetings of the Working Group will be organized.

e Periodic informal regional and stakeholder consultations will be organized to support the
work of the Working Group.

® At least one informal interregional meeting will be organized to build trust and mutual
understanding in support of the meetings of the Working Group.

®  Meetings of Friends of the Co-Chairs and small/expert groups, as needed, will be
organized by the Co-Chairs to provide input to the Working Group.

30. As advised by the Working Group at its eleventh meeting and recommended by the Co-
Chairs in their Checkpoint Report, adequate budgetary provisions would need to be made. including
for translation and interpretation, to carry out the work foreseen to conclude the process successfully
by the Eleventh Session of the Governing Body.

3l In this context, it is proposed that a one-off supplementary appropriation be exceptionally
made by the Governing Body to fund the formal meetings of the Working Group from accumulated
savings from previous biennia.

*  MLS Operations

32, The Multilateral System (MLS) is a core mechanism of the International Treaty, ensuring the
availability of PGRFA at global level and the sharing of benefits arising from the use of more than
2.4 million PGRFA worldwide. The Secretary will continue to organize training sessions and update
manuals and educational resources, to further assist users of the Multilateral System.

33. The function of the Easy-SMTA system to facilitate the Standard Material Transfer
Agreement (SMTA) reporting from the MLS Data Store for the generation of statistics and the
helpdesk to provide direct support to users are critical structural elements in the operations of the
Multilateral System. The data is also a reliable source of information to assist the Governing Body
with the review of reports and for the Third Party Beneficiary Procedures.

34. The Secretary will continue to maintain the essential operations of the Multilateral System.
This will also help to increase information on the material available in the Multilateral System at the
accession level, and fully characterized and evaluated.

35, The Secretary will also continue liaising with and supporting Article 15 institutions,
including for strengthening of existing, and establishing of new, funding channels: new agreements
will also be pursued with interested organizations.

36. The following outputs are envisaged for implementation of the Multilateral System:

¢ All the core information systems and tools that support operation of the Multilateral
System continue to function effectively.

e Contracting Parties are supported in the notification of material available in the
Multilateral System.

® Article 15 institutions are supported with the effective implementation of the
agreements.

® SMTA users and collection holders are assisted in actively participating in and
benefiting from operations of the Multilateral System.

® A report on the availability of material and germplasm exchange is prepared for
consideration by the Governing Body at its Eleventh Session.

31, An enhanced Multilateral System would, however, require further/new measures, approaches
and additional resources to support national implementation.
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Information Systems for PGRFA — Global Information System

38. At its Ninth Session, the Governing Body approved the revised Programme of Work on the
Global Information System on plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (GLIS), incorporating
the inputs and advice provided by the Scientific Advisory Committee.?

39, The envisaged outputs have been structured around five main objectives, with related
activities. They include the management and enhancement of the GLIS Portal, including the
expansion and translation of the directory of links and services, and promotion of interoperability
among existing systems through the provision of principles, technical standards and tools.
Implementation of the Programme of Work will also promote transparency on the rights and
obligations of users for accessing, sharing and using PGRFA-associated information, as well as the
creation and enhancement of opportunities to increase knowledge about PGRFA.

40. Capacity building, including operations of the GLIS help-desk, will continue to be a key
objective in the next biennium. The Governing Body has also identified, as a priority, capacity
strengthening for genebanks and other PGRFA providers to document their holdings, such as
taxonomy, information management and biocinformatics, in collaboration with relevant partners, as
well as facilitated access to training materials and e-leaming products.

41. The following outputs are envisaged for implementation of the Global Information System:

e The GLIS Portal is up and running and the directory of links expanded.
* Contracting Parties and users are supported through a functional GLIS help-desk.
» There is improved interoperability among existing systems.

® There is strengthened capacity of gene banks and other providers on the documentation
of PGRFA.

Capacity building

42, To support the Governing Body with intergovernmental policy processes and operations of
the main systems of the International Treaty, capacity development and training for effective
implementation of International Treaty provisions will continue to be provided to Contracting Parties
and other stakeholders.

43. In order to improve the coherence, efficiency and effectiveness of capacity development
efforts, the Capacity Development Strategy of the Intemational Treaty is expected to be finalized at
this Session. During the next biennium, a draft action plan to implement the Strategy will be
developed for consideration at the Eleventh Session of the Governing Body. It will take into account
the outcomes of the GBF, and will involve consultation with relevant stakeholders.

Cross-cutting themes

44, The continuous consideration of the implications of Digital Sequence Information/Genetic
Sequence Data on Genetic Resources (DSI/GSD) on the objectives of the International Treaty is a
theme in the MYPOW, which cuts across both the main components of the International Treaty (i.e.,
the Multilateral System, Farmers® Rights, the Global Information System) and the relationship with
the Access and Benefit-Sharing goals and targets of the GBF, with important implications for the
Funding Strategy. The Secretary will continue facilitating such a consideration in accordance with
the guidance that the Governing Body will provide on the relevant components of the International
Treaty as well as by contributing to the on-going processes and initiatives at the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) and other relevant fora.

45. Cooperation with other organizations and partner institutions will continue to contribute to
advancing implementation of the International Treaty. Major outputs planned for the Eleventh
Session include contributions to the implementation of the GBF and the review of the Second Global

2Annex to Resolution 5/2022 www. fao.ore/3/nk240en/nk240en.pdf
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Plan of Action for PGRFA in cooperation with the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture.

46. Effective communication continues to be key to advancing the implementation of the
International Treaty, by increasing visibility and advocating the value of the International Treaty in
the PGRFA community, as well as in the wider agricultural and biodiversity sectors and among the
general public. Highlighting the contribution of the International Treaty to global food security and
sustainable agriculture in the context of climate change is critical. This would include further
demonstration of the linkage and contribution of the International Treaty to relevant global agendas,
such as the GBF and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.



